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May 8, 2019 

 

Dear Praise Family, 
 

I am submitting my resignation and asking that you release me from my call as Lead Pastor of Praise Christian 
Fellowship, effective July 7, 2019. Our denomination, the Church of the Lutheran Brethren, has asked me to 
serve as Associate Director of North American Mission, tasked with leading the denomination’s church     
planting efforts throughout the US and Canada. After much prayer and discussion, Kjirsti and I have decided 
to accept this call. 
 

We sense God’s calling in this new role and this has been affirmed by close friends and advisors. I’m looking 
forward to new challenges and experiences. At the moment, however, my excitement is overshadowed by my 
grief knowing that my calling as your pastor is ending.   We love this church! It’s hard to go but God has made 
it clear to us that it is the right time. We firmly believe that Praise is ready for a new lead pastor with different 
strengths and gifts than mine for your next season of ministry. God has a new role for me in the body of Christ, 
and he has a new pastor and an exciting future in store for you. 
 

For now, my family and I will not be moving—my new position allows me to remain here. However, it is 
good for a pastor to take a break from attending a church he has just served because it helps him let go of     
being the pastor. Praise will always be my home church and someday we will be back. In the meantime I’ll    
be rolling up my sleeves right alongside you as we plant our new church in Boston. 
 

Praise has a special place in my heart. I grew up in Praise when it was a church plant. Eighteen years ago I left 
for seminary and 12 years ago I returned with a wife and babies. It has been my privilege to serve as your   
pastor. Together we experienced joys, laughter, tribulations, and tears. You cared for my family when our son 
Braaten died and treated my kids as wonderfully as your own. You supported my education and growth as a 
leader,  listened to my preaching (not always an easy task!), and accepted my care and shepherding. Most   
precious of all, you’ve shown a growing heart for those beyond our walls—those in our community whom 
God is calling us to reach. I couldn’t ask to be part of a better church. Thank you. 
 

In my final weeks as your pastor, I’ll be focused on three things: preparing final sermons, wrapping up        
administrative and leadership responsibilities, and spending time with all of you. I look forward to the        
conversations and time together. The church will be planning opportunities for goodbyes, and there will be 
many informal visits that will take place as well. 
 

I will let the church planter and apostle Paul speak the sentiments of my heart towards you: “I thank my God 
every time I remember you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your              
partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, being confident of this, that he who began a good work 
in you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 1:3-6) 
 

With Love in Christ, 
 

 

 

 

Ryan 

 

 


